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ENGLISH POLICY 

St. Augustine’s CE Academy 
 

Vision 
 
It is our vision to create a community where children can express and communicate 
confidently with others; developing their character, enabling them to flourish 
together. We aim to develop a lifelong love and passion for reading and writing by 
exposing them to a wide range of quality authors and genres. 

 
English and Literacy contribute to the whole school curriculum by developing 
pupils’ abilities to speak, listen, read and write for a wide range of purposes and 
audiences using language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings. 

 
The children in our school will be taught in a safe, secure and stimulating language-
rich environment, enabling them all to achieve their potential in the areas of 
English. Every child will be revered and respected as part of our school community 
and loved and valued as one of God’s children. 

 
Purpose 

 

• To promote a shared love and understanding of English; 
• To establish high expectations for teachers and pupils; 
• To promote continuity and coherence across the school. 

 
Aims 
 
The aims of teaching English within our academies are: 

 
▪ To develop pupils’ confidence in themselves as skilled communicators, to 

empower them to make relevant contributions and learn how to listen 
attentively to others. 

▪ To enable pupils to adapt their speech to a widening range of 
circumstances and demands. 

▪ To develop pupils’ interest and pleasure in reading, so that they can read 
independently, understand the meaning and express views about their 
reading. 

▪ To ensure that pupils read with fluency, accuracy and understanding 
across a range of texts; both fiction and non-fiction.  

▪ For pupils to enjoy writing and to see the value of it. 
▪ To provide stimulating opportunities for pupils to be writers of text and 

to express themselves, in writing, with confidence and accuracy. 
▪ To enable pupils to become independent writers of texts, which are 
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accurately spelled, punctuated correctly and which communicate meaning 
in narrative and non-narrative forms. 

▪ To enable pupils to use the planning, drafting and editing processes to 
improve their written work and sustain their writing of fiction and non-
fiction texts. 

▪ To enable pupils to develop legible joined handwriting (starting with 
correct formation and size of letters in the EYFS and Year 1) with 
increasing fluency and speed. 

 
 

Phonics and Spelling 
 
Children are taught explicitly and supported to blend letters and to read and 
segment words to spell accurately and confidently across each age range. ‘Little 
Wandle - Letters and Sounds Revised’ is the systematic, synthetic phonics 
programme we have implemented.  Please see our policy relating to this: Phonics 
and Early Reading Policy, found on the ‘English Policies’ page of our website.  

 
 

Speaking and Listening is developed through: 
 

▪ Story telling; 
▪ Describing and listening to events and experiences; 
▪ Speaking and listening appropriately to different audiences including 

peers; teachers and other adults; 
▪ Speaking and listening appropriately in a variety of contexts across the curriculum; 
▪ Group discussion and interaction; 
▪ Drama and role-play activities; 
▪ Reading aloud; 
▪ Debate and presentation; 
▪ Worship and music; 
▪ Performance poetry. 

 
Reading 
 
Intent: What do we intend the children to learn through our reading curriculum? 
 
We value reading as a fundamental life skill and we are dedicated to ensuring that all of 
our children develop a strong command of spoken language, alongside a lifelong love and 
passion for reading by exposing them to a wide-range of high-quality genres and authors. 
We believe that reading contributes to the whole school curriculum and is key to academic 
success.  
The national curriculum for reading aims to ensure that all pupils:  
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• read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
 
The children in our school will be taught in a safe, secure and stimulating environment 
enabling them all to flourish as readers. The teaching of reading in our school is coherently 
planned through the use of our systemic, synthetic phonics programme from the start (Little 
Wandle - Letters and Sounds Revised). Comprehension skills are developed through pupils’ 
experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and 
discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction texts. All pupils are encouraged to read 
widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the 
world they live in, to establish an appreciation and love of reading and to gain knowledge 
across the curriculum. Reading widely enables pupils to develop their vocabulary, 
imagination and curiosity. We support the individual learning journeys of all children, 
through a continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment to ensure that by the time 
our children leave us, they are competent and confident readers, ready for the next stage 
in their life. 
 
Implementation: How is the reading curriculum delivered across the school to ensure 
we meet our intentions? 
 
All members of our teaching team are well trained to deliver: high-quality phonics sessions, 
guided and whole-class reading sessions, one-to-one reading sessions, shared reading 
sessions and interventions/catch-up where necessary. They respond and adapt teaching to 
ensure children are stretched and challenged and to identify those children who may 
require additional support. Our school houses high-quality texts and reading resources in 
a range of settings to ensure children have the resources and opportunities to apply and 
develop their reading skills. 
 
New learning is built upon prior knowledge, which is revisited regularly (within phonics 
and reading lessons). In the Early Years and Key Stage 1 (Year 1), reading skills are taught 
during weekly reading group sessions. These sessions follow the following order: 
 
• Reading for fluency  
• Prosody  
• Comprehension  
 
In Key Stage 2, reading skills are taught during weekly reading lessons and where 
appropriate, reading strands are broken down into learning journeys which provide the 
following:  
 
• New learning that gives clear definitions and learning objectives 
• Opportunities to listen to the adult model effective reading (fluency and prosody)  
• Opportunities to practice and apply the modelled reading independently and with a 

partner  
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• A range of consolidation activities that give opportunities for the learners to be 
exposed to different question types (where appropriate) 

• Opportunities for children to interact with the taught vocabulary  
• Progressive and varied learning opportunities  
• Differentiated tasks with appropriate scaffolding  
• Guided/independent learning activities and opportunities  
 
Regular assessment of reading allows staff to pinpoint gaps and address these as needed. 
We use the Little Wandle half termly assessments and the termly Lexplore Reading Analytics 
to assess reading, alongside teacher judgements. Where gaps have been identified, we 
implement a catch-up or keep up plan to ensure children do not fall behind or catch-up 
rapidly.  
A love of reading is promoted across the school in all areas of the curriculum as well as 
during extra-curricular time. Each classroom has a reading area, that is looked after and 
enjoyed by the adults and children. We have a range of quality books on offer for the 
children to enjoy in these areas. The children also have access to our school library books 
and the library van, which visits us bi-weekly in Key Stage 2. Class texts are often wrapped 
as surprise gifts at the beginning of each half term, to develop a sense of excitement around 
the new book. The staff also share books for pleasure with the children at the end of each 
day, where further discussions can be had and a love for books nurtured.  
 
Impact: How do we know the children have learnt what we intended? 
 
Through the teaching of systemic, synthetic phonics, our children become fluent readers by 
the end of Year 1. This is evidenced through our phonics screening results in which our 
children always achieve very well in. From this, our children can focus on developing their 
fluency and comprehension as they move through the school. However, we firmly believe 
that reading is key to all learning and so the impact of our reading curriculum goes beyond 
the results of the statutory assessments. We promote reading for pleasure as part of our 
reading curriculum. Children speak positively about reading and enjoy reading as part of 
their daily lives. They relish in the idea of exploring a new book together or independently 
and understand the importance of reading as a lifelong skill. 
 
Writing 
 
Intent: What do we intend the children to learn through our writing curriculum? 
 
At St. Augustine’s, we recognise that in order for our children to be able to write 
coherently and creatively, they first need to talk about, have read to them and themselves 
read quality, engaging texts that feed their imagination and curiosity. Our aim is for our 
children to be independent writers for a range of audiences and purposes, across different 
genres, using subject specific and ambitious vocabulary.  
 
 
The national curriculum for writing aims to ensure that all pupils:  
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• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  
• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  
• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences  
• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 

understanding and ideas  
• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate 

Children will be taught to apply their grammar, spelling and punctuation knowledge, 
alongside their genre awareness across themes and subject matter that have been 
carefully developed around high-quality, challenging texts that match our wider 
curriculum.  
We embed the teaching of punctuation and grammar within our English teaching 
through high-quality modelled writes and a sustained grammar journey. We teach 
phonics and then spelling in separate sessions using Little Wandle and then Spelling 
Frame, which have clear progression for each year group. 
 
Implementation: How is the writing curriculum delivered across the school to ensure 
we meet our intentions? 
 
Our writing curriculum is designed to cover all of the skills, knowledge and understanding 
as set out in the National Curriculum. Grammar and punctuation skills are mapped out 
across the year groups to ensure that pupils build on secure prior knowledge. Writing 
genres are mapped out and pupil outcomes show progression both across the year group 
and across the school. Each genre is taught explicitly and other opportunities are provided 
for learners to apply skills independently on more than one occasion before the end of 
the year.  
New learning is built upon up on prior knowledge which is revisited regularly. All new 
learning starts by revisiting prior knowledge. This knowledge has been explicitly mapped 
out progressively for Grammar and punctuation and for each genre across the year 
groups. All staff are aware of prior learning and consider this carefully when planning 
and delivering an objective or teaching a genre. Grammar and punctuation objectives are 
taught explicitly through a sustained learning journey that provides learners with a 
range of consolidation opportunities to embed learning before finally applying skills 
within independent writing opportunities.  
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This is how our writing curriculum fits together: 
 

 
 
The sustained GP learning journey is broken down as follows: 

Revisit, Teach New Learning, Consolidate, Apply, Retain. 
 

 
 
Staff explicitly model the subject-specific vocabulary. The robust instruction of precise 
vocabulary is taught explicitly through learning journeys, either within whole class 
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reading or within the build up to an independent write. 
Parallel to this, a learning journey is planned to teach the genre features and skills that 
are needed to write a final independent written outcome. 
 
This Genre Journey is broken down as follows: 
 

 
 
When planning this journey to the written outcome staff also consider:  
 

• What knowledge and skills do the children need to be taught in order to write in the 
style of that genre?  

• What does the written outcome look like for a child who is at or above the age-related 
expectation?  

• How will you sequence the components of the journey to ensure that the knowledge is 
embedded at each stage for the children to have a true understanding of the objective 
outcome? 

• Does the children’s planning sheet identify the key components leading to the final 
written outcome?  

Learners are taught to edit and improve their own work. The editing and improving 
process begins at the planning stage and continues throughout the first draft and ends 
with a final draft stage. Throughout the editing and improving process, changes to 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation are made to ensure accuracy, enhance effects and 
to clarify meaning.  
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Learning is supported by the use of working walls that provide children with visual 
information that supports them to retain GPS and vocabulary in their long-term memory. 
Subject specific vocabulary is displayed on the learning wall.  
‘Sentence Not Sentence’ sessions are used throughout the week to review learning and 
articulate knowledge and previously taught skills through the use of the consistent school 
definitions to embed concepts and skills. AfL and quality first teaching is used to plan 
these retention activities, as misconceptions that have been identified by the teacher can 
be addressed promptly in these retention sessions.  
Handwriting is planned specifically for each phase – EYs, KS1 and KS2. This is documented 
in our Handwriting Progression document, where there is a clear and sustained plan on 
what the children are taught and when. We have considered the grouping of letters based 
on their formation, alongside the children’s phonic progression in Little Wandle.  
 

Impact: How do we know the children have learnt what we intended? 
 

Our ambitious curriculum provides opportunities for children to access high-quality texts. 
Writing tasks develop the children’s understanding and enable them to apply knowledge, 
skills, subject-specific and ambitious vocabulary to produce confident and coherent pieces 
of writing appropriate for the children’s age group. 
We know this is evident through the quality of work the children produce across the 
curriculum and the love and appreciation for writing they show when they talk about 
English at our school: 
 

• Our historic KS1 SATs and End of Year 1 Phonic Screening statutory assessments all 
show that our children achieve above the national average. 
 

• Our internal data demonstrates the personal progress children make throughout their 
time at St. Augustine’s and some outstanding progress from individual starting points. 
 

• Children develop and apply a neat style of handwriting throughout all subject areas by 
the time the leave us. 
 

• All children succeed and flourish in lessons because they have the appropriate support, 
scaffolds, resources and challenge. 
 

• They apply the knowledge and understanding they have of different text genres and the 
features of these in their own independent writing. 
 

• They use ambitious, tier 2 vocabulary, alongside subject-specific vocabulary in their 
writing that considers the audience and context. 
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• Children learn the skills required to edit and improve their own work against the 
success criteria for a particular piece of writing.  
 

• They simply love writing! The children ooze passion and excitement for writing and for 
continually striving to improve their work! 

 
Handwriting 
 
Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written 
communication across the curriculum. Children must be able to write with ease, 
speed and legibility. Cursive handwriting teaches pupils to join letters and words as 
a series of flowing movements and patterns. The development of this fluid style 
when mastered allows children to apply their energy into the content of their 
writing as opposed to the formation of the letters themselves. Handwriting skills are 
taught regularly and systematically throughout the school. 
 
At St. Augustine’s CE Academy our aims in teaching handwriting are: 
 
• To enable children to write in a consistent, well presented and legible format. 
• To have a consistent approach across The Early Years, Key Stage 1 and 2 when 

teaching handwriting. 
• To ensure that from the Spring Term of Year 2 to the end of Year 4 most 

children are using a cursive writing style. 
• To make sure all children know the difference between lower- and upper-case 

letters. 
• To ensure the skills taught at Key Stage 1 continue to develop throughout Key 

Stage 2. 
• To adopt a consistent approach towards handwriting by all adults when 

writing in children’s books, on the whiteboard or on displays / resources. 
 
Children will be taught to: 
 
• hold a pencil correctly 
 
Children should be encouraged to use a tripod pencil grip, where the pencil is 
gripped between the index finger and the thumb. The middle finger is then used to 
support the underside of the pencil as shown below. 
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• and adopt the correct posture when writing 
 
Children should be encouraged to adopt the correct writing position as shown 
below. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(children who are left-handed should reposition the paper the other way and ideally sit to 
the left-hand side if seated next to a right-handed child) 

 
• write from left to right and from top to bottom of the page 
• start and finish letters correctly in a cursive style (from the Spring Term of Year 2 

onwards if the child is ready)  
• form regularly sized and shaped letters 
• use regular spacing between letters and words 
• take a pride in their written work and the overall presentation. 
• The cursive script agreed at St. Augustine’s CE Academy is shown in the Handwriting 

Progression Map.  
 

In Nursery, children will be encouraged to develop gross motor control through the use of 
large equipment for mark making such as big chalks, paint brushes, finger paints, shaving 
foam etc. They will develop their fine motor skills and use a range of mark making tools 
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such as pencils, pens and crayons. They will be encouraged to talk about shapes and 
movement. 
 
In Reception, children will be taught to form letters correctly starting using Little Wandle’s 
(LW) guidance on letter formation using the LW mnemonics to aid the correct letter 
formation. Letter formation is taught alongside phonic development. Our aim is that by 
the end of early years foundation stage, all children hold a pencil correctly and form all 
letters and numbers correctly. Errors in pencil grip and letter formation will be 
immediately addressed, modelled and corrected. 
 
Initially, foundation children will use unlined paper as the focus is correct formation 
rather than size or positioning. 
 
In Key Stage 1, all children should receive a daily handwriting session (which may 
be as part of a LW session or as a discreet handwriting focus), developing letter 
formation and/or joins in-line with our policy.  
 
In Year 1, children will continue to focus on the correct basic letter formations in 
line with LW. Handwriting can also be linked to phonic development with the 
introduction of new sounds written in a cursive style during LW lessons. Our aim is 
that by the end of year one children will be forming all letters correctly and working 
towards joining in a cursive script. 
 
In Year 2, adults will model cursive writing from the beginning of the year for these 
children. During the Spring Term, at the latest, cursive handwriting will be 
introduced starting with beginning each letter from the line and going up 
individually before then moving onto joining them together to form words. The 
children will then be encouraged to continue the development of basic joins which 
they should transfer into all their independent writing. They will also continue to 
link their handwriting to their phonic development, as they learn to write new 
sounds using a cursive writing style. 
 
In Key Stage 2 all children should receive a weekly handwriting session for a 
minimum of 30 minutes. 
 
In Year 3 children will continue to develop their use of cursive handwriting building 
upon the skills they have developed in Key stage 1. 
 
In Year 4, children will be expected to use cursive handwriting in all areas of the 
curriculum. Those children whose writing is neat and legible may be encouraged to 
use handwriting pens. 

 
If any child is not on track to reach these expectations, they will receive additional 
support through small group intervention groups. In some cases, depending on the 
specific needs of individual, children may use pencil grips or pens with a specific 



13  

grip. 
 
Please see our Handwriting Progression Map for further details.  

 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
Assessments are made in line with the school assessment policy. See Appendix 1 for more 
information on our marking code.  

 
Teachers use effective assessment for learning to ensure planning is based on prior 
attainment and that pupils know what they need to do to achieve the next steps. Group or 
individual next steps are set accordingly. Marking is in line with the school marking and 
feedback policy. 
 
Analysis of assessment data is used to set individual or group targets. These are regularly 
reviewed. Where applicable, the academy issues are addressed through targets linked to       
performance management. 

 
The class teachers keep their own records that enable them to deliver an effective, creative 
and relevant curriculum that builds on prior attainment and meets the needs of individual 
children. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The Executive Head teacher and the English Subject Leads monitor English. Having identified 
priorities, the SLT and English Subject Leads construct an action plan that forms part of the 
Academy Development Plan. This forms the basis for any monitoring activities and will 
clearly identify when, who and what is to be monitored. English Subject Leads from each 
academy meet  termly and carry our book monitoring with an agreed focus. Results are then 
fed back to staff. Year group teachers across the three academies also meet half termly to 
moderate teacher assessment levels and the quality of learning opportunities. Moderation 
for writing also takes place across the MAT (SUAT). 
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Appendix 1 
 

Our Marking Code at St. Augustine’s CE Academy 
 

 
Blue - something impressive or something that evidences the learning 

objective.  
 

Green - a next step in the children’s learning or something that needs 
changing/improving. 

 
Pink - a non-negotiable that needs fixing! 

 
I or S independent or supported 

work. 
sp a spelling correction (in an 

underlined word)  

? something needs changing 
(within a particular word or 
phrase) such as tense, 
ambitious vocabulary etc.  

. (in the margin) - KS2 Only something needs changing 
(within that line) such as 
tense, ambitious vocabulary 
etc. 

? a non-negotiable that needs 
addressing (full stop, capital 
letter, handwriting or 
neatness) 

 
 


