
KS1 RE Year A 

Why does Christmas matter to Christians? 
Autumn Term KS1 Key Knowledge - Encompassed within knowledge mat Key Vocabulary 

 

Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus 

 
To engage with stories and extracts 
from religious literature and talk about 
their meanings – 1.1a 
 
To find out how and when people 
worship and ask questions about why 
this is important to believers – 1.2a 
 
To explore the preparations for and 
find out about the celebration of 
festivals – 1.2b 
 
To identify the importance for some 
people of belonging to a religion and 
recognise the difference this makes to 
their lives – 1.2c 
 
To ask and respond imaginatively to 
questions about things that are 
interesting or puzzling in the world – 
1.5a 
 
To listen and ask questions about 
stories of individuals and their 
relationship with God – 1.5b 
 

Understanding Christianity 
 
Unit 1.1 God 

 

Christians believe that Jesus is God on Earth and was born as a baby in Bethlehem. 

Christians believe that God came to Earth to be with people and to show them how to live. 

Jesus’ mum was called Mary and she lived in Nazareth with her husband Joseph. 

Angel Gabriel visited Mary and told her she was going to give birth to a baby, the Son of God. 

Mary and Joseph had to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem and Mary rode the long journey on a donkey. 

Jesus was born in a stable as there was no room for them in the inn. 

After Jesus was born, Angel Gabriel visited the shepherds in a field and told them the good news. 

The shepherds and wise men went to visit Jesus in the stable. 

Light is a traditional symbol at Christmas, reminding Christians that ‘Jesus is the Light of the World’. 

The four weeks leading up to Christmas are Advent, a time when Christian’s get ready for Jesus’ coming. 

An advent wreath is made in the shape of a circle with evergreen leaves to show that God lasts forever. 

An advent wreath has four candles: hope, peace, love and joy, with one being lit each Sunday. 

There’s a fifth candle lit on Christmas Day that symbolises the birth of Jesus. 

Christingles are an example of how light is used at Christmas. 

A Christingle is made up of: an orange (the world), a candle (light), red ribbon (the blood of Jesus), four 

cocktail sticks (the compass directions and seasons), and the sweets or dried fruit (God’s creations). 

Incarnation is part of the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible – Jesus is God on Earth. 

Christians use Nativity scenes and sing carols, both in churches and at home, to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

The vicar will wear white or gold vestments for Christmas. 

The birth of Jesus is recorded in two of the Gospels – Matthew and Luke. 

Christmas is celebrated by Christians in many countries. 

Christians give thanks to God at Christmas for the gift of Jesus. 

 

Core learning from the Bible: 

Luke 1:26-38 

Luke 2:1-20 

Matthew 1:18 

Matthew 2:12 
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Spirituality question: 

• What can hot and cold places teach us about looking after our world?  

 


