
KS1 Art Year A 

Exploring Colour – Abstract Art 
Autumn Term KS1 Key Knowledge - Encompassed within knowledge mat Key Vocabulary 

 

NC Objectives 

 
To use painting to develop and share 
their ideas, experiences and 
imagination. 
 
To develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space. 
 
To know about the work of a range of 
artists describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices 
and disciples and making links to their 
own work. 
 
 

 

Red, yellow and blue are primary colours. 

Primary colours can’t be made by mixing any other colour. 

Piet Mondrian was an artist who used primary colours in his abstract art. 

Mondrian used primary colours with black lines and white spaces. 

Abstract art doesn’t show pictures of things but uses colour, lines and shapes to express feelings. 

You can mix primary colours together to make new colours, which are called secondary colours. 

Secondary colours are orange, green and purple. 

Red + yellow = orange, yellow + blue = green, blue + red = purple. 

You can mix secondary colours together to make more colours. 

Mark Rothko carefully mixed colours in simple blocks and lines in his abstract art. 

Neutral colours are calm and gentle colours that don’t stand out, such as brown, black, grey and white. 

Adding white to a colour makes it lighter, called tints. 

Tinting changes a colour from bright to pale, such as pink. 

Paul Klee experimented with different types of colours and simple shapes. 

Adding black to a colour makes it darker, called shades. 

Shading changes a colour from bright to dark and can change the feeling of a painting. 

Jackson Pollock was an abstract artist who invented ‘drip painting’. 

Pollock used different tools to drip, pour and splatter paint onto a canvas from above. 

Warm colours, such as red, orange and yellow, are often used to paint happy pictures. 

Cool colours, such as green, blue and purple, are often used to paint sad pictures. 

Robert and Sonia Delaunay invented a new style of art called orphism.  

The Delaunay’s used very bright colours and lots of simple shapes like circles, triangles and squares. 

Wassily Kandinsky is thought by many to be the first abstract artist. 

Kandinsky was the first painter to just use colours and shapes. 
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Spirituality question: 

• Why is our planet important and special? 

 


