19" February 2024
African Drumming Workshop

This half term we are looking at Kenya through our key question ‘Where on Earth?’.
To immerse ourselves in the new topic, we had a visitor called Susan come in to teach
us about African drums. The drum we played on was a djembe drum, which means
gather together in peace. Each one was unique because they had individual carvings
on the wood - hearts, stars, flowers, trees, circles and many more! Some of us also
played on a ‘talking’ drum, which was smaller than the djembe and had to be held
under our arms, squeezing our elbows in to change the sound. Sarah also showed us
a couple of bigger drums, known as ‘dun dun’ drums. We had to use flat hands to
ensure we used the drum correctly and didn't cause any damage. Hitting the drum
on the outside made a high sound, whereas hitting in the middle made a low sound.
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She told us lots of brilliant facts such as:
e African drums were originally made in Mali hundreds of years ago.
e The drums we used were made in Ghana.
e The top is made from goat skin.
e Drum covers were made in West Africa from Kinsey cloth.
e The leader plays a rhythm to introduce the gathering.

She also taught us common rhythms and patterns that we would find African tribes
and families making. These included:

Stop and go

Louder and quieter

Call and repeat

Drum roll



