St. Augustine’s CE Academy
Pipehay Lane, Draycott in the Clay, Ashbourne, Derbyshire,
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www.st-augustines.staffs.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,

I can’t quite believe it is Easter already! Christmas seems so long ago but the term itself has flown by.
As you will be aware, we entered the next phase of the ‘road map’ on March 29 th and are now
allowed to do the following:

Social contact
The evidence shows that it is safer for people to meet outdoors rather than indoors. And this is why from 29
March, when most schools start to break up for the Easter holidays, outdoor gatherings (including in private
gardens) of either 6 people (the Rule of 6) or 2 households will also be allowed, making it easier for friends and
families to meet outside.

Business and activities
Outdoor sports facilities such as tennis and basketball courts, and open-air swimming pools, will also be
allowed to reopen, and people will be able to take part in formally organised outdoor sports.

Travel
The ‘stay at home’ rule will end on 29 March but many restrictions will remain in place. People should continue
to work from home where they can and minimise the number of journeys they make where possible, avoiding
travel at the busiest times and routes. Travel abroad will continue to be prohibited, other than for a small
number of permitted reasons. Holidays abroad will not be allowed, given it will remain important to manage
the risk of imported variants and protect the vaccination programme. The government has launched a new
taskforce to review global travel which will report on 12 April.

Please can I ask that you continue to follow the new guidance over the Easter break so that we can
safely return on April 20th.
The DfE updated its guidance for schools on Friday 26th March, which included information regarding
educational visits. We are currently in the process of contacting Whitemoor Lakes concerning our
Year 4 residential trip in the summer term and will be in touch after Easter with hopefully, some good
news!
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The three academies will be closed for the Easter holiday so our staff can take a well-earned rest.
Whilst we are closed, I will be taking texts on my work mobile number should there be any new
positive cases of Coronavirus. Please text this number for COVID related issues only. The final day
for reporting to me is Wednesday 6th April. If your child tests positive, please can you let me know
the following details in the text:





Pupil’s full name and academy they attend
The date they became symptomatic
The date of the test and result
The date of the last time they were in school

The mobile number is: 07519106864
I was reflecting the other day as I perused our three websites, at the way in which the educational
landscape has adapted and changed so dramatically in the past year. What remains at the heart of it
though, is our children and doing the very best for them and for you. I appreciate that we may not
have always got things right first time but we reacted to feedback and developed rapidly to provide
the best possible education to our pupils, both in school and at home. What I am most proud of is all
the amazing additions to our curriculum that I believe is a strength of our three schools. The 50 things
programme, the Relax Kids, drama, mental health activities, Wow weeks… I could go on… it is this
holistic approach we take that develops the whole child, that separates us from other schools. I am
biased I know but I go in to many schools and I can truly say that our three are, to quote Tina Turner
“Simply the Best!”.

Many thanks again for your continued support.
The staff and I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter.

Rebecca Walker
Executive Headteacher
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